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MUSM 704     FINAL PROJECT    Spring 2020 
 

Collecting COVID19 Primary Source Journal and Artifact Collection 
DUE: April 30, 2020 at 11:59 pm 

 
We are living through one of the most significant periods of history. In the past decade alone, we 
have witnessed our first Black president’s re-election, recovery from the 2008 recession, the first 
woman to win the popular vote in a presidential election, many “firsts” in Congress (youngest 
woman, Indigenous woman, openly-gay Indigenous woman, etc.). And, now, measures are being 
taken to combat a new illness -- COVID-19. One day, there will be books, articles, and 
documentaries about this period in history, just like the ones about people who lived through 
WWII and the Holocaust. As you know, primary documents are absolutely irreplaceable and 
precious pieces of knowledge from which people of the future learn from the people of the 
past.  
 
Now, your job is to document what you observe in your community, the country, and the world, 
as we respond to Covid19. Take note of what you are seeing and hearing on the news, your 
friends and community, and home. You are encouraged to use video/vlogs, written language, 
poetry, sketches, or other means of expression as you document your experience. You are also 
encouraged to collect and document, via photo or screenshot, artifacts you come across (memes, 
flyers, articles). 
 
The questions below are to guide your thinking. You may respond to whatever you find 
impactful on a particular day. In fact, you are encouraged to ask your own questions and journal 
your daily thoughts. Remember to date each entry, and add the time if you log more than once a 
day. Your documentation is a unique and invaluable piece of living history! It is your time to 
make your mark. 
 
Many of us are being asked to shelter in place, which means you may not be able to go out and 
physically collect things. That is perfectly fine. Screen shots, photographs taken with your 
camera of the television or something of see on the internet, or sketches of what you see are all 
acceptable as submissions. Informal journals, poetry, word clouds, infographics, formal essays 
are all acceptable for the writing portion as well. There are no limits to how to document this 
unprecedented event. 
 
You may back date this assignment by beginning on March 16, the day we were originally 
scheduled to return to school after spring break. Or you may begin today, or anytime in 
between. Please create 3 journal entries per week for the next 5 weeks, making the 
minimum number of entries 15. You may submit more, but not less. 
 
Normally, I would assign a required word count, a specific number of pages, formatting, etc. In 
this case, however, I am not doing so. Please create your curated journal using whatever 
application and/or program you are most comfortable using. For ease of submission, I will create 
a One Drive folder in which you may upload the final project. 
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If you like the project, and you wish to make have your work recorded beyond the McKissick 
Museum’s archives, please feel free to upload your materials to the Arizona State University’s 
international collection of the COVID-19 pandemic located at https://covid19.omeka.net. 
 
Initial Questions: 
I do not want to ask you to share personal information that you are not comfortable sharing, so if 
you are not comfortable with these initial questions, please do not answer them. However, I 
found these to be things that I find myself coming back to again and again almost every day. 

• Where is my happy place? 
• What is something that makes me feel safe? 
• What worries me about COVID-19? 

 
General Questions: 

• What did you see on the news today? Any new closures/openings of business or services? 
• What did your community look like today? What do you think is contributing to certain 

people’s behaviors? 
• Do you/people you live with have access to necessary resources and supplies? Are there 

specific resources that are in particularly high demand? Are there resources you want but 
do not have access to? 

Daily Routines 
• How is school at home similar/different than before? Do you have more or less 

responsibilities? 
• What new/old hobbies or activities have you been practicing? 
• Are there any examples of self-care or mindfulness that you have been practicing while at 

home? 
• Have you done anything that helps spread awareness in your community or promote 

positivity? 
Experiences of Different Groups of People: 

• How are specific groups of people affected by this situation? Does this apply to you or 
anyone you know? 

• Is particular care being taken for the disabled, elderly, foster children, unhorsed, 
undocumented, low-income, or any other vulnerable populations in your community? 

• Have you seen or heard about any instances of racism, hate speech, or discrimination? 
What was your reaction? How do you think this will affect people targeted, and society, 
more broadly? 

• Do you see any instances of privilege (racial, economic, political, etc.) being expressed? 
Was the privilege used in a positive or negative way? 

Reflection: 
• Have you been thinking about a specific person or group that is being affected by these 

events? 
• What feelings do you have today? Are they stemming from an event, conversation, 

observation? How will you work to heal and care for yourself? 
• How does today’s news remind you of earlier social issues, time periods, or events in 

history? 
 


